The Trouble with the Early Modern.

A Conference in Honor of Victoria Kahn
September 13-14, 2024
Townsend Center for the Humanities

University of California, Berkeley.
Organized by REMS, the DE in Renaissance and Early Modern Studies,

with the support of the Departments of Comparative Literature, English, History, Italian Studies, Rhetoric.

Friday 13
9.00 breakfast

9.30

Welcome

Sara Guyer (UC Berkeley), Dean, Arts and Humanities
Diego Pirillo (UC Berkeley)

9.40-11.00

From Petrarch to Machiavelli

Albert Ascoli, (UC Berkeley), chair

Kathy Eden (Columbia), Petrarch's Ciceronian (Socratic) Secret to Mental Health
John P. McCormick (Chicago), Victoria Kahn's Agathoclean Moment

11.00-11.10 coffee break

11.10-12.30

Religion and Secularism

Jonathan Sheehan (UC Berkeley), chair

David Quint (Yale), The Newness of the New World
Ethan Shagan (UC Berkeley)), Luther's Secular

12.30-1.30 lunch

1.30-2.50

Milton

Kinch Hoekstra (UC Berkeley), chair

Penelope Anderson (Bloomington), 4 Poetics of Human Rights: The Case of Samson
Agonistes

Jane Raisch (York), Resisting Aristotle in Samson Agonistes

2.50-3.00 coffee break

3.00-4.30

Milton

David Bates (UC Berkeley), chair

James Grantham Turner (UC Berkeley), Milton’s Music and Movement

Raphael Magarik (UIC), Supersession and Historicism in Books 11-12 of Paradise Lost.



Saturday 14
9.00-9.30 breakfast

9.30-11.10

Poetics

David Marno (UC Berkeley), chair

Lorna Hutson (Oxford), Victoria Kahn’s Poetics of the Probable

Andrea Gadberry (NYU), 4 Clown Reports a Fire

Katie Kadue (Binghamton), ‘Love’s Soft Bands’: Contractual Servitude in Renaissance
Sonnets

11.10-11.20 coffee break
11.20-1.00

From Montaigne to Descartes

Timothy Hampton (UC Berkeley), chair

Jane Tylus (Yale), Making the Strange Familiar (and vice versa) in Montaigne”
David Simon (Maryland), Marie de Gournay's Knowingness

David Sedley (Haverford), To Think or Not to Think: An Early-Modern Question

1.00-2.00 lunch

2.00-3.30

Critical Theory and the Early Modern

Niklaus Largier (UC Berkeley), chair

Jessie Hock (Vanderbilt), Infinite Speed: Margaret Cavendish and Gilles Deleuze on Thought
and Nature

Jane O. Newman (UC Irvine), Westphalian Benjamin and the ‘Fullness of Material Display’

3.30-4.30 final reception



